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MILLENNIAL THEORIES. NO. 1. 


The common misfortune which has befallen every precious truth of ' 


Divine Revelation, viz. to be perverted from its original simplicity, 


seems to have fallen with double weight upon the glorious doctrine of 
the Millennium. Perhaps there is not a theological expression to which ' 


more vague ideas are attached than to the word Millenmum. ‘To the 
most of christian readers, it suggests some indefinite notion of a blessed 
state of the Church yet to exist under the present dispensation, when 
all dissensions. among men will cease, and knowledge, and holiness, 
and peace universally prevail. But in regard to the peculiar character 
of that period, how it shall be introduced and maintained they are utter- 
ly at a loss to determine. It is very natural to expect from the specula- 
tive tendency of many minds,*and from their propensities to indulge in 
theorizing, that they would eagerly seize upon a subject so admirably 
adapted to inspire the imagination with lofty soarings, and thac many a 
fancy sketch would be drawn of that halcyon period of which so many 
prophets have wrote and poetssung. Weare not disappointed in such an 
expectation. Men of devout minds as well as men of perverse minds 
have furnished us with specimens of this dispensation of universal bless- 
edness; but their productions have too often furnished sad evidence 
that they have not given more earnest heed to the sure word of prophecy, 
but have placed greater confidence in their own fancies and conjectures. 
In a question so exclusively of Divine Revelation, it cannot but strike 
the mind as presumption the most arrogant, to venture beyond the pale 
of revealed truth, or be wise above what is written. Let God alone be 
heard in a question of such deep interest to the human family and our 
speculations be suppressed. 

While all agree that there will be but one Millennium, all assent to the 
proposition that this Millennium will be ONE. It cannot be all that the 
several theorists who have undertaken to unfold its character have con- 
tended for. ‘This will be evident if we briefly examine the several the- 
ories which have been propounded on this subject, and defended with all 
the learning and zeal which great scholarship and religious enthusiasm 
could furnish. We will commence with that which appears to our minds 
the strangest delusion of all, viz. 

1. That the Millennium is past! That Satan’s binding for a thousand 
years is over!! and that the reign of Christ with his saints during that 
period has already taken place!!! This theory, the history of every 
century from the commencement ofthe Christian era to the present time, 
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unites in condemning. That a Romish Ecclesiastic should advocate 
the sentiment that Satan was bound and the reign of Christ commenced 
'when the Bishop of Rome attained spiritual supremacy and was acknow- 
ledged the head of the Church (which occurred about the sixth centu- 
ry) and that Satan was again let loose when Luther threw off the au- 
‘thority of Rome in the sixteenth century and millions followed him, does 
not aifect us with surprise. But that any one who maintains that the 
reign of Christ with his saints a thousand years, which is a reign of holi- 
ness and peace, when knowledge also shall cover the earth as the waters 
do the sea, should undertake to locate this reign in any period which 
would necessarily include the crusades and the dark ages (as we shall 
presently see it would if it be past) excites our “special wonder.” 

If the Millennium is past we are naturally anxious to know when it 

| began and when it terminated; and although some of the advocates of 
this theory are chary in determining the year or even century, they nev- 
ertheless set us in search of this “ Cumean Age” through a period of 
the most terrible political convulsions, ecclesiastical despotism, intellec- 
tual blindness and degrading superstition that the world has ever expe- 
rienced. 

The ingenuity of criticism however evades all difficulties arising from 
this source by turning Satan into a mere symbol of paganism and ma- 
king his binding nothing more than the overthrow of heathen idolatry, 
and the first resurrection and reign of the saints, the elevation of the dis- 
ciples of Christ to stations of power and influence, in the community, 
which they never enjoyed until the days of Constantine, the first christ- 
ian Emperor, who received them into favor, and endowed the church 
with many immunities. 

At the head of those who maintain this opinion stands Grotius, deserv- 
edly esteemed as a man of great parts and extensive acquirements, but 
as an interpreter of God’s word, lamentably deficient in spiritual discern- 
ment and sober imagination, as will appear by the following examples 
of his method of exposition. He interprets the outward court and holy 
city, spoken of in Rev. xi. to be the city of Alia, built by Adrian on the 

t of ground where Jerusalem stood, and its being trodden down by the 
Gentiles, ofa heathen Temple built thereon, and he makes the two witnes- 
ses to signify two churches of Christians in the same city, the one speaking 
Hebrew the other Greek. By the Temple of God, or the inward court 
of the Temple, as appointed to be measured, Rev. xi. 2 ; Grotius under- 
stood that particular spot of ground which should not be built upon by 
Adrian. By Antichrist he supposes that no one else but the Jewish impos- 
tor Barchochebas was signified, and the fight of Michael with the dragon 
he refers to that doubtful report of Simon Magus tumbling headlong out 
of the air at the prayer of St. Peter. The reign of the martyrs with 
Christ (Rev. xx. 4:) he expounds to mean the honour done them at their 
sepulchres, and the letting loose of Satan, the invasion of Christendom 
by the Turks (though it must be observed by the way, that this happened 
about the middle of his supposed Millennium, and more than four hun- 
dred years befor the time mentioned in Scripture for Satan’s enlargement), 
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and as to the bride, the Lamb’s wife, which every one that has learned his 
christian alphabet knows, means Christ’s true disciples, or his spiritual 
members, Grotius explains (away) this very significant figure into a 
complimental allusion to Constantine’s family and retinue. Now “ what 
can exceed the profaneness of this last interpretation,” says the learned 
Thomas Hartly, in his treatise on the “ Glorious reign of Christ on earth,” 
p- 161, in which he refers to the above exposition of Grotius, “ but his 
expounding the stone cut out of the mountain without hands, and the 
Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven, to signify the grandeur and 
power of the Roman people.” Dr. Henry More, who patiently bears 
with many other fond conceits of Grotius can no longer contain himself 
at this, but cries out “ here is a device which is scarcely to be uttered 
without horror and astonishment! Iam infinitely amazed that so learn. 
ed a man should fall into so bad an error.’ 

It cannot but surprise us that the good Dr. Hammond, among others, 
should be so captivated by this style of exposition, as to maintain that 
the Resurrection of the saints to reign on earth with Christ, is past al- 
ready. Nor ishe the only Divine of eminence, that has given up a bet- 
ter judgment, to the fanciful glosses of this author, from a servile rev- 
erence to the reputation he possessed for learning, though perhaps .the 
whole class of commentators on the Sacred Writings, cannot furnish us 
with a performance, wherein learning and invention are more trifled 
with, than in Grotius’s Exposition of the Apocalypse, which so desery- 
edly exposed him to the censure of the learned Dr. More. 

If then the glorious Millennium began in the time of Constantine, 
is past, as Grotius maintained, and his followers at the present day 
still urge with some shew of learning, then Jerusalem was in prosperity, 
and Zion in peace, when ravaged by barbarians and infidels, and when 
feuds and divisions raged in the very bowels of Christendom; then did 
mercy and truth meet together, when cruelty and heresy, Pelagianism, 
ignorance and superstition overspread the Church, and the stronger party 
in it, murdered the best of their brethren for conscience’ sake, under pre- 
tence of doing God service. If these were the happy times of the 
Church, when the glorious promises of God to his elect were fulfilled, 
and when all should be love, joy, and peace, and the Father be worship- 
ed in spirit and truth, then must we be at a loss to know what is meant 
by precious promises of good things, and how to understand the Scrip- 
tures, and the accomplishment of them, nay, how to distinguish the 
reign of Christ, from that of Antichrist on earth. But how unsuitable 
a date this is, from which to reckon the happy and triumphant reign of 
Christ with his saints, will appear from the fact, that within the period 
of a thousand years, according to this calculation, we may reckon the 
greatest calamities, disgrace and corruptions, that ever befel the Church. 
The Arian war, the irruption of the northern barbarians, committing the 
most horrible excesses of cruelty, in murders, rapes, profanation of Church. 
es, &c.—the schisms, superstitions and animosities, in the Eastern and 
Western Churches, which resulted ina final separation. The Norman 
conquests, the Saracen wars, the Crusades, and the most anti-millena- 
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rian of all, the persecutions of the Waldenses and Albigenses, in the val- 
leys of Piedmont ; these are the witnesses that Satan, instead of being 
bound and shut up during this period, was never more at large, either 
to deceive under the subtlety of the serpent, or to devour as a roaring 
lion. The Millennium past! If these things can take place upon the 
earth when Satan is bound, wo to the world when he is let loose. 

This brief historic review of the state of Christendom, between the 
fifth and fifteenth centuries, it is necessary to recall to mind at the pres- 
ent-time, when learning ard zeal are employed, and that too with Hie- 
rophantic skill, to revive this singular delusion in the Church, and to per- 
suade the students of Prophecy, that that era of promised blessings to a 
fallen world, which every christian is taught to pray for, and anticipate, 
with joyful hope, has already passed by ; and that too in ages in which 
we deem it our good fortune not to have been born. If our forefathers 
lived during the thousand years, when Satan was bound, we of course 
live in the little season when he is let loose, and is going forth into the 
four corners of the earth, to gather the nations and bring them to battle, 
against the camp of the saints, (if there is such a thing in existence at 
the present time,) and yet the Church and the world, enjoys more out- 
ward tranquillity now, than they did at that time. Wherein then were 
they of the Millennium blessed above ourselves, for we are assured that 
“blessed and holy are they that have part in the first resurrection, they 
shall live and reign with Christ a thousand years,” 7%. e. during the 
Millennium. Upon this theory is it not better to live during the little 
season (the present time), when Satan is loose, than during the Millen- 
nium (past) when he was (supposed to be) bound ? 

But it is maintained by some of the advocates of the theory under 
consideration, that we are approaching a period, when all that we have 
been looking for and expecting to obtain, during the Millennial era shall 
be realized, and that this period is the New Jerusalem state, described 
by John in Rev. xxi. and xxii. We are also informed, that we have er- 
red in supposing that the terrestrial felicity promised to the human fam- 
ily, was to be enjoyed during the thousand years, when “ Satan is to be 
bound and the saints reign with Christ,” inasmuch as this belongs to the 
New Jerusalem period which is yet future, but near at hand. When 
this is introduced then the lion shall lie down with the lamb, and the 
leopard with the kid; then knowledge shall cover the earth as the wa- 
ters do the sea, and man shall learn war no more. In regard to this 
view we remark, 

{t cannot be denied that the characteristics of the Millennial era, as 
described in Rev. xx. are calculated to raise in the mind of the reader, 
expectations of blessedness as high as those belonging to the New Jeru- 
salem period, described in Rev. xxi. xxii. “ Living and reigning with 
Christ” seems to convey as exalted an idea of future glory as dwelling 
in the New Jerusalem: (Quere, do they not relate to the very same 
thing 1) And “Satan bound that he shall deceive the nations no ‘lon- 
ger” conveys as strong an assurance of the absence of evil, as “into it 
t. e. the New Jerusalem, entereth nothing that defileth or worketh abom- 
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ination or maketh a lie” &c., _ While “blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection, on such the second death shall have no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,” &c. fills the 
mind with the same joyful anticipations that arise from its correlative, 
‘There shall be no more curse but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be in it, (New Jerusalem) and his servants shall serve him, and 
his name shall be in their foreheads.” Either of these classes of expres- 
sions, naturally lead the devout reader to anticipate something far better 
than “eye hath yet seen, or ear heard, or hath entered into the heart to 
conceive.” Now if the Millennium be past, and so little has been rea- 
lized from the promised binding of Satan, and reigning with Christ, 
may not the world have another sad disappointment to endure, and the 
hopes of the children of God who are praying for a period of universal 
light and liberty, peace and holiness, be again mocked by another series 
of ages of political and ecclesiastical despotism, wars, pestilence and 
famine, mourning, lamentation and wo? In other words, if the Mil- 
lennial period could exist in ages of darkness, superstition and apostacy, 
tyranny, persecution and war, may not the New Jerusalem state also, 
pass away amid similar scenes of terror, misrule and death? With 
such fearful forebodings would our minds be haunted, were the theory 
confirmed that the Millennium is past. 

We purpose next to examine the theory of a spiritual Millennium, : 
as held by the great body of divines of the present day. Afterward 
the Millennium of our Second Advent brethren, who have adopted the 
views of William Miller, and conclude with a statement and defence, of ° 
the doctrines of the Millenarians of the first three centuries, revived 
in the sixteenth century and now held by many divines in England, 
Scotland, and in this country. 


— 
CHRIST’S KINGDOM ON EARTH. 


[Concluded.] 


I am aware that it is stoutly maintained, by the generality of interpre. 
ters, that the land thus promised as an inheritance to Abraham, and to 
his seed after him, is to be understood spiritually, as they call it, and 
means “the heavenly Canaan,” or “heaven; by which they under- 
stand an abode of glory and blessedness in some distant region of the 
creation. ‘That the Canaan which Abraham will possess, in fulfilment © 
of the promise we have been considering, will be the “heavenly Ca- 
naan,” I 1eadily grant; but it certainly cannot be the “heavenly Ca- 
naan” in the sense just mentioned ; for its locality is far too distinctly 
marked out. The land promised to Abraham is the same land which 
God, when he promised it to him, bade him look upon with his eyes 
(Gen. xiii.) ; the land in which he was a stranger at the time the pro- 
mise was made (Gen. xvii.) And when the promise was afterwards 
renewed, to his son and grandson, it was renewed in these terms. To 
Isaac the Lord spake thus (Gen. xxvi. 2, 3): “ Go not down into Egypt; 
dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of : sojourn in this land, and I 
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will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, 
will I give all these countries ; and I will perform the oath which I sware 
unto Abraham thy father.” ‘To Jacob, again, the Lord spake thus 
(Gen. xxviii. 13): “I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed.” Surely the land which Abraham saw, and in which 
he was a stranger; the land in which Isaac was a sojowrner, and on 
which Jacob lay, can be no other than the literal Canaan, as to its lo- 
cality, although it will undoubtedly be the heavenly Canaan as to its 
state, when they shall inherit the promise in the faith of which they died. 

And now, perhaps, some may be ready to say, * You have certainly 
brought strong reasons to prove that neither Abraham nor his seed have 
yet received the promise ; and therefore, as God is faithful who pro- 
mised, they must return to the earth to receive it: but what has this to 
do with us? How can it affect us, if they all should appear on earth 
again to receive the promise in its fullest extent?’ I answer, “ Much 
every way.” The promise which is made to the seed, is made to us, if we 
are true believers in Christ Jesus. “Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us.....that the blessing of Abra- 
ham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith..... Now to Abraham and 
his seed were the promises made: he saith not, And to seeds, as of ma- 
ny ; butas of one, And to thy Seed, which is Christ.” Now this pro- 
mise does not refer solely to Christ personal ; it embraces Christ mysti- 
cal. All true believers are members of Christ ; members of that mysti- 
cal body of which he is the head; and heirs together with him of the 
promise made to him. “If ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, 
and heirs according to the promise ;” “ heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ” (Rom. viii.) of “an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by 
the power of God, through faith, unto salvation, ready to be revealed in 
the last time” (1 Pet. i. 4). “For unto the angels hath he not put in 
subjection the world to come” (Heb. ii. 5); but “ the saints shall judge” 
that “ world,” and “the meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace” (Psa. xxxvii. 11); “ And the 
kingdom, and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, 
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey him” (Dan. vii. 27). ‘This, this is the hope of the Gospel. 
This is the “kingdom of heaven,” to which the Christian is called to 
look forward. Not some shadowy Elysium, the figment of a heathen’s 
fancy. but this redeemed and regenerated earth (fit abode for the glori- 
fied.and regenerated body). with Christ the King of it; the curse of the 
fall removed from-it; and Satan, sin, sorrow, disease, and death, cast 
out of it forever. ‘This is our inheritance ; here are the blessed man- 
sions which await the believer. This is that glorious liberty of the 
children of God, (a freedom from every thing but righteousness, holi- 
ness, purity, and bliss), into which (the Apostie says, Rom. viii.) Christ 
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shall deliver the whole creation, when he comes, out of the bondage of 
corruption in which it at present lies. Andheisnear to doit. The 
time hastens apace, when shall be fulfilled the angel Gabriel’s announce- 
ment to Mary: “ He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest ; and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David ; and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever ; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end.” 

And now let me address a word of expostulation to such of my Chris- 
tian readers as either doubt the soundness of the conclusion to which 
we have arrived, or whose minds revolt from it altogether. Men and 
brethren, why, why, should we turn away from that conclusion as from 
a thing incredible? Why should it be a marvellous thing in our eyes, 
whatever it may appear in the eyes of a scoffing world, that God should 
literally (and that, perhaps, soon) perform the promise we have been 
considering ; build up the tabernacle of David which is fallen down, 
and set his King upon his holy hill of Zion? Is it more maryellous 
that He, the Redeemer, should reign there gloriously, whilst all kings 
fall down before him, and all nations do him service, than that he should 
be born as the carpenter’s Son, and expire on the cross as a common 
malefactor? You cannot say thatit is. Whence, then, can arise that 
repugnance, which is openly manifested by so many, to admit the idea 
of the Redeemer’s personal reign on earth ; and that anxiety to explain 
away the plain and numerous predictions relative to it, and resolve them 
all into some spiritual or figurative meaning, which would cause their 
fulfilment to be widely and essentially different from the fulfilment of 
every prophecy whose accomplishment we have hitherto witnessed? 
These things, I thoroughly believe, arise {I trust you will let me say it 
without offence) from weak faith, which causes a lurking indisposition in 
the mind (but little creditable to a humble reader of the word of God) 
to acquiesce in any system which would seem to involve events out of 
the common course of things, and contrary to our own commonly re- 
ceived expectations. We all profess to believe in the second personal 
advent of our blessed Redeemer, in the resuscitation of our bodies from 
the dust of the grave, and in all the awful realities of the future Judg- 
ment: but these things have been hitherto removed to such a distance 
forward, and all visible miraculous interference of God in the world’s 
concerns is viewed at such a distance backward, that faith in these things 
has almost come to nothing. They are looked upon as things written, 
indeed, in God’s book, and which, accordingly, must necessarily be 
held as true; but there wants, in general, a realizing of these truths in 
the minds of believers. And hence it comes, that the majority, if not 
betrayed by Satan into feelings of contemptuous ridicule, or unseemly 
levity and scorn, are yet perfectly amazed, startled, alarmed, confound- 
ed, when such a thing is propounded to them, as that within a few years, 
or months, or days, or even hours, they may actually witness the resur- 
rection of the bodies of the just, the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the clouds of heaven, and all the astounding wonders that shall ac- 
company the day of vengeance of our God, and the day of our com- 
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plete redemption. And thus it happens that the minds of most turn 
with more complacency to a system which holds out the prospect of a 
gradual improvement of the world—of a gradual spread of religion by 
the instrumentality of human means—a gradual conversion of mankind 
to the knowledge and love of our Lord and Saviour, previous to his second 
coming; which is thus removed to such a distance that they can think 
of it without disturbance. Now what can we call this. but weak faith? 
There is but little room, indeed, for any faith at all in a system like this. 
For even wnbelievers, the infidels themselves, arguing from the pro- 
bable success of the exertions which they are making by the press, 
by the extension of schools, &c. &c. expect some remarkable 
progressive change to take place in the state of the world. Even 
these expect, by their infidel colleges and mechanic institutes and “li- 
braries of useful knowledge” and newspaper reading-clubs for the poor, 
and such-like contrivances, to work wonderful changes, and to bring 
on a kind of millennium of science and knowledge and intellectual refine- 
ment; which, being varnished over with a sort of spurious Christianity, 
are to ‘produce (as they think) the reign of universal happiness, peace, and 
glory. Alas! this their dream will be fearfully dispelled, when the 
sword of the Lord, which appears even now to be shaking off its slum- 
bers, shall awake, and put on its strength as in the days of old; when 
the Lord shall himself arise, and assert his majesty; when He shall 
rend the heavens and come down, to scatter his enemies from before 
him, and to take possession of his long-usurped dominions. Oh, my 
readers! if ye be indeed disciples of Christ the King, be not betrayed 
into a similar dream with theirs; but take held of, and cherish, that 
true faith of God which takes Him at his word, and believes that what 
He has promised He will assuredly perform, however improbable, or 
even impossible, it may seem to the wise men of this generation. Look 
for that * blessed hope” of the Gospel, “the glorious appearing” of our 
great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ—the true Melchisedec, King and 
Priest—Him of whom it hath been spoken, “I will bring forth a Seed 
out of Jacob, and out of Judah an Inheritor of my mountains; and 
mine Elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there” (Isai. Ixv. 
9). Rest upon the word and promise of God, as Abraham did; and 
let not your hearts waver, till the promise made to him and to his seed be 
fully and finally accomplished, and “ the tabernacle of God is with men.” 

And why should the heart of the Christian waver, or his mind revolt 
from the idea of God again dwelling with men, and again exhibiting his 
wonders before their astonished and adoring eyes? It is true, that for 
now nearly eighteen hundred years God has not shewn himself in a vi- 
sible form to mortal sight, or interfered in a visible manner in the con- 
cerns of men: but does this make it a thing too hard to be beleived that 
the time may be coming when he shall again do so? Do we not know, 
that the previous period of four thousand years was a period in which 
miraculous agency, and angelic appearances and ministrations abound- 
ed; and in which a visible manifestation, even of the Divine presence, 
was not uncommon? Did not God talk with Adam in the garden, both 
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before and after the Fall? with Noah. both before and after the Flood ? 
Did he not eat with Abraham? Did he not wrestle with the patriarch 
Jacob? Did he not talk with Moses, face to face, as a man speaketh 
with his friend? Did he not shew himself to Joshua before the walls of 
Jericho, armed as a mighty warrior? Did he not appear to Manoah and 
his wife, who (Manoah) exclaimed, in the overwhelming feeling of the 
moment, “We shall surely dic, for we have seen God?” (Judges xiii. 
22.) And, to come to later times, did he not condescend to be born of 
a virgin; to wander amongst his own creatures as a poor man, without 
a place in which to lay his head; and, whilst in this humble condition, 
did he not miraculously cause the dumb to speak, the deaf to hear, the 
lame to walk, the blind to see, the sick to be healed, the dead to live 7 
And did he not exhibit, not only himself, but also Moses and Elias, cloth- 
ed with light, on the holy mount, as they should appear when he should 
come in his glory? And did he not endue his Apostles with the power 
of working kindred miracles after his own departure ? And did he not 
actually ascend up into heaven in those very Apostles’ sight ? All these 
things, my Christian readers, you believe ; and you know that it is not 
more certain that you are now perusing these pages with your eyes, 
than it is that all these wonderful events took place, actually and really, 
upon the earth and in the sight of men. Why, then, should we count 
it a thing improbable, that, in the accomplishment of the great things 
yet to take place in our globe, such visible intercourse and agency 
should again commence, and be renewed before our sight ? 


—@—____ 
THE JUDGMENT, IN THE GREAT DAY OF THE SECOND 
ADVENT. 
[ FROM WINTHROP’S LECTURES. ] 


The idea which most persons entertain respecting the day of judgment is, that it is 
a short period, of perhaps twelve, or twenty-four hours, in which is held a grand as- 
size; all the righteous, and all the wicked being then tried by the Messiah, and re- 
ceiving a reward according to their works. ‘This however is very far from the de- 
scription of that day, as given in the Bible. 

The Scriptural characteristics of a judge are, not merely to hold an assize, but to 
deliver the people, to take vengeance on their enemies, and to exercise all the func- 
tions of kingly authority. Hence in Scripture to reign and to judge are words often 
used interchangeably. ‘ Arise, O God, judge the earth; for thou shalt inherit all 
nations.” ‘To the Messiah it is promised, that he shall have the heathen for his inherit- 
ance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for a possession. ‘t The Lord cometh to judge 
the earth; with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity.” 
“*O let the nations be glad, and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the people right- 
eously, and govern the nations upon earth.” “ Behold a king shall reign and prosper, 
and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called 
the Lord our righteousness. And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off: and they shall beat their swords into plough-shares and their 
spears into pruning-hooks: nativn shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.” (See Ps. Ixxxii. 8; xeviii. 9; Ixvii. 4; Jer. xxiii. 5; Mi- 
cah iv. 3; Is. ii. 4.) Here the union of regal and judicial acts seems to be plainly as- 
serted. In other words, it is the office of a judge in Scripture “to rule and govern,— 
to protect and bless as well as to adjudicate and punish.” Sometimes the word judge 
seems to be used in the restricted import of holding an assize, and giving a decision, 
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and sometimes it appears to be used in the more extended import already referred to. 
The connexion must in each case, shew what is the exact meaning. And here let 
me ask in passing, what will you do with those passages which speak of Messiah’s reign, 
if you deny that that reign is personal? You say perhaps, that you will give them 
a spiritual and figurative import. Let us look for a moment at the practical operation 
of this mode of exposition. You goto the Jew, and attempt to convince him, that 
Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah. You point to those passages in the prophets, 
which foretold that the Messiah was to be born at Bethlehem, of the tribe of Judah, 
and ofthe house and lineage of David—that he was to be cut off within seventy weeks, 
or four hundred and ninety prophetical days, that is, four hundred and ninety literal 
years, from the decree for the rebuilding of the city and temple at Jerusalem—that 
he was to suffer and die—and to enter into his glory. You turn to the volume of his- 
tory, sacred and profane. You shew that when i Christ came into the world, 
there was at that time a general expectation of Messiah’s appearance,—and that all 
these different characteristics were exhibited in the man Christ Jesus. He came at 
the time appointed near the expiration of the seventy prophetical weeks, and as Dan- 
iel had foretold, he was cut off, but not for himself—as Isaiah had predicted, for the 
sins of the people was he stricken ;—he was numbered with the transgressors, being 
accounted a malefactor and crucified between two thieves,—and he made his grave 
with the wicked and with the rich in his death, (or as the passage may be rendered,) 
his grave was appointed with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death; that 
is, although his enemies had designed that he should be buried with the wicked, this 
purpose was not carried into effect, for he was buried in a rich man’s tomb, prepared 
by Joseph of Arimathea. He was born at Bethlehem of the tribe of Judah and the 
house of David,—and thus these predictions of Micah, Daniel, and Isaiah, were all 
literally fulfilled in the ‘‘ man of sorrows.” You press the Jew with this interpretation, 
and you wonder at his unbelief, for you think that you have demonstrated that Jesus 
Christ was the promised Messiah. All this seems quite plausible, says the Jew, but 
let us read a little further. He then points you in the context to those passages which 
speak of the Messiah as a mighty conqueror, a terrible avenger, a triumphant king, 
who was to rule over the Jewish nation on the mountains of Israel, and to overthrow 
their enemies with a dreadful slaughter. Now, says the Jew, what do you do with 
all these predictions which speak of the Messiah asa gloricus prince sitting on the 
throne of David? Oh, says the Christian, I spiritualize these, for it is quite contrary 
to the nature of Messiah’s kingdom, that he should reign personally on the earth. 
Ah, says the Jew, that is the very point in debate, and I have just as good a right to 
spiritualize those predietions which you have quoted, as you have to spiritualize these. 
Now why do you believe, continues the Jew, that Messiah was born of a virgin? 
You immediately answer, you give this literal interpretation to Scripture, because it 
is a fact,—and then replies the Jew with unutterable scorn, ‘ you believe Scripture, 
because it is a fact !—ZJ believe it because it is the word of God ;* and therefore I be- 
lieve, that Messiah will reign forever over the house of Jacob.” And it is no wonder, 
my brethren, that according to this inconsistent mode of interpretation—explaining 
literally the prophecies which have been fulfilled, and then explaining figuratively 
those which are yet unfulfilled—it is no wonder, I say, that the Jew remains uncon. 
verted. The truth is, the Jew and the Christian in the case supposed, are both 
wrong. The correct mode is to apply the same principle of interpretation throughout, 
and uniformly to give the language its literal and primary import, unless there be 
some warrant either in the connexion and context, or in the known nature of the 
subject to give it a figurative import. Apply this principle of interpretation, and you 
must come to the conclusion that soru these classes of predictions have an exact and 
literal fulfilment. Thus it will appear, that Jesus Christ who was born at Bethlehem, 
is the promised Messiah,—that he has already come in the flesh to make atonement 
for the sins of his people,—and that having thus fulfilled one class of the prophecies, 
he will again appear to accomplish those which are still unfulfilled; not as the man of 





* A conversation similar to this actually occurred between a Christian minister and 
a Jew. See the conversation related in a work entitled “ Immanuel enthrened,” by 
the Rey. John Cox, p, 20. 
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sorrows, but as a terrible avenger, a triumphant prince, a righteous judge who will 
restore the kingdom to Israel, and after inflicting a tremendous retribution on the en- 
emies of the Jews, “reign in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients 
gloriously.” I hold it to be as clearly revealed in the Bible, that our Lord Jesus Christ 
will hereafter appear in glory vo reign and triumph, as it is that he once came in hu- 
miliation to suffer and die. But to return to the line of our argument. We were 
shewing you, that the Scriptural characteristics of a judge were not confined to what 
in the restricted sense are called judicial acts, that is holding a court and giving a de- 
cision. In the Acts of the Aposiles, 10th chapter and 42d verse,—in 2 Tim. iv. 1; 
and | Pet. iv. 5,—the Lord Jesus Christ is said to be the judge of quick and dead ; 
that is, of the dead and living,—for such, you are well aware, is here the meaning of 
the word “quick.” Now compare with these passages Rom. xiv. 9, where we read, 
“* For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be lord (liter- 
ally, might exercise lordship or regal authority. See Luke xxii. 25, where the same 
word in the Greek occurs, and is thus rendered: ** The kings of the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them ;”) to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he 
might be lord of, or exercise lordship or regal authority over the dead and living.” In 
the one case he is said to be the judge, and in the other to be the king or lord of quick 
and dead. 

But some light will be thrown on the meaning of the words judge and judgment, if 
we consider the office of the Hebrew judges in ancient times, such as Sampson, Gid- 
eon, Jepthah, and others. You recollect that these men were said to judge Israel. 
Now what was their office? Was it not to deliver the people, and subdue their en- 
emies, as well as tu attend to the administration oflaw? Most assuredly. And when 
the children of Israel desired a king, it was not so much a change in the nature of 
the office that they wished, as to have it in a settled and permanent form. Thus 
we read in the 8th chapter of the Ist book of Samuel, “ ‘Then all the elders of Israel 

thered themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, and said unto him, 

hold thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king tojudge 
ug, like all the nations. But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, give ua a king 
to judge us.” ‘ Nevertheless, the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and 
they said Nay, but we will have a king over us, that we also may be like all the na- 
tions; and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.” 
(1 Sam. viii. 5-6-19-20. Here the word judge, as connected with the word king, ev- 
idently signifies the exercise of civil authority in a very comprehensive sense, that of 
reigning and administering justice, protecting the people, and avenging them on their 
enemies. And such is precisely the office of Messiah. But without enlarging fur- 
ther, we think sufficient has been said to show what is included in scripture in the 
office of a judge, and consequently what is meant by the word judgment. 

We now call your attention for a moment, to the meaning of the word day: what 
is THE Day of judgment ? 

The word “ day” is used both in the Bible, and in common conversation with great 
latitude. It sometimes means a short space of twelve or twenty-four hours, some. 
times a year, and sometimes a much longer period. In the second chapter of Gen- 
esis, where we read of the day in which God created the heavens and the earth, it 
evidently refers to the whole period of creation. In the first chapter of Genesis, it re. 
fers to the six different epochs of creation, and the period of rest during the seventh ; 
and here, according to some, the word day means twenty-four hours,—others think 
that it means a period of six thousand. years, and that the siz days of creation are 
thirty-siz thousand years. It is not, however, my present design to enter into any ex. 
amination of these conflicting theories. I simply call your attention to the fact, that 
in the first chapter of Genesis the word day is used with reference to seven distinct 
epochs—in six days God made the heavens and the earth, and rested on the seventh 
day ; and in the second chapter it is used in a more extended sense to cover the whole 
period—* the day’”—that is the portion of time or duration in which God created the , 
heavens and the earth. (Gen. ii. 4.) It is used to denote the forty years wandering in 
the wilderness, which is called “the day of temptation; (Heb. iii. 8;) it is to ' 
denote the time of the ingathering of the Jewish people—‘ And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the rem-. 
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nant of his people.” (Is. xi. 11.) Peter in speaking of the events connected with the 
judgment day, says in his 2d Epistle, 3d chapter and 8th verse, ‘‘ Beloved be not ig- 
norant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord asa thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day.” ‘The word day being used in scripture with this variety 
of import, we must in each case determine the meaning from the context and the 
known nature of the subject. The day of judgment is the time or period of judgment; 
and if we would ascertain the length of this period we must derive the information not 
from any preconceived opinions of our own, but from the statements of the sacred 
writers. 

We have seen that in Scripture, the office of a judge is not merely to hold an assize, 
but also to rule and govern. ‘That the Lord Jesus Christ is to be the judge, I need 
not stop to prove. I refer you to one or two passages, which set the question at rest. 
In the gospel according to St. John, we read, “‘ the Father judgeth no man but hath 
committed all judgment unto the Son, that all men should honour the son even as they 
honour the father.” ‘ For as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himself; and hath given him authority to execute judgment also, 
because he is the Son of man.” (John y. 22-23-26-27.) Inthe Acts of the Apostles, 
“he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that 
he hath raised him from the dead.” (Acts, xvii. 31.) In 2 Tim. iv. 1, “I charge thee 
therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 
dead, at his appearing and his kingdom.” ‘The same thing is evident from the old 
Testament ; for we read in Jeremiah, as well as to the same effect in many other pla- 
ces, ‘ Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous 
branch, and a King shall reign and prosper and shall execute”—what ?—* judg- 
ment and justice in the earth.” In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall 
dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, The Lord our Righ- 
teousness.” (Jer. xxiii. 5—6.) It is universally admitted, that Messiah is the person 
here intended. That he is fully qualified to exercise this office, will be readily ac- 
knowledged by all who believe that he is ‘God manifest in the flesh.” If he could 
tell the woman of Samaria all that she ever did in her life—if he searcheth the hearts, 
and trieth the reins of the children of men, to give to every man according to his 
works; if he is the Almighty agent who created the universe, and who will change 
the bodies of the saints in the last great day, then assuredly he is fully qualified “ to 
execute judgment.” (John iv. 29, 39. Rev. ii, 23, and Jer. xvi. 10. John i. 1-3. 
Phil. iii. 20-21. John v. 27.) 

Having thus considered who is to be the judge, and what is the nature of his office, 
I proceed to shew that the day of judgment is a period of at least a thousand years ; 
that the morning and evening of this great day, in other words its beginning and en- 
ding, are signalized by what in the restricted import of the word we call judicial acts— 
and that the whole of the day includes the period of Christ’s millennial reign. 

That this day is a period of at least a thousand years, is evident from the 20th 
chapter of the Revelation of St. John, where we are told that a thousand years inter- 
vene between the resurrection of the saints at Messiah’s coming, and the resurrec- 
tion of the wicked at the final judgment. 

We have already examined the doctrine of the first resurrection, and called your 
attention to the astounding fact, that at the coming of Christ, previous and prepar- 
atory to the establishment of his millennial kingdom in the earth, there will be a lit- 
eral resurrection of the bodies of the saints; who are to reign with Christ, during the 
thousand years, under the new heavens and on the new earth. (Dan. vii. 14, 27; 
Rev. v. 10.) But in Rev. xi. 17-18, referring to this event, we read,—‘* We give 
thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because 
thou hast taken to thee thy great power and hast reigned. And the nations were an- 
gry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead that they should be judged, and 
that thou shouldst give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and 
them that fear thy name small and great; and shouldst destroy them which destroy 
the earth.” Tothe same effect in the passage already quoted from 2 Tim. iv. 1, we 
read that the Lord Jesus Christ “shall judge the quick and the dead, at his appear- 
ing and hiskingdom.” His appearing and his kingdom, and the judgment of the quick 
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and dead, are here said tu be cotemporaneous.’ It is evident, therefore, that the be- 
ginning of the thousand years of Messiah’s reign, in other words the morning of this | 
great day is ushered in by a judgment both of the living and the dead. 


——— 


[ FOR THE AMERICAN MILLENARIAN. ] 
NUMBER III. 

Mr. Editor,—I wish to direct the attention of your readers to the 
wonderful exhibition which a correspondent of the New York Observer, 
in the number of Feb. 25th, has made of the dogmatic interpretation 
of Scripture. After stating the views of Millenarians he casts a sneer 
upon them for the reason, he says, they assign for their Missionary, 
zeal, viz. “ to use one of their own favourite phrases, the elect church is 
to be gathered out of the world.” But this sneer is more against the 
Spirit that indicted the Scriptures than against Millenarians. Was the 
Rey. Editor of the New York Observer, whose orthodoxy is not ques- 
tioned, disposed to sanction such a fling against the doctrine of elec- 
tion? Did his opposition to Millenarianism blind his eyes, and make 
him willing to sneer too at the doctrine of election, that it might reach 
those who adopt their views. Surely your readers and the Bible read- 
ing class of the community, need not to be told, that the Apostles. de- 
nominated the church of Christ the elect—the “chosen of God,” “ call- 
ed to be saints,” &c. expressions implying what Peter says is the 
fact, that they are “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people, called out of darkness,” &c. James expressly 
declared in the presence of the synod of Apostles and Elders that the 
grand design of the Gospel dispensation was proved by Peter’s minis- 
try to be that God might “visit the Gentiles to take out of them a peo- 
ple for his name,” in exact accordance with what the Prophets had de- 
clared. Acts 15,13, 17. So much for this sneer. After having in- 
dulged, the correspondent of the Observer, who styles himself John, re- 
marks, “ now as to the coming of Christ, this expression has various mean- 
ings in the sacred Scripture.” This he assumes. Let him prove it. 
In attempting to do so he has failed egregiously. “Besides his person- 
al coming at the end of the world,” says he, “it denotes the providential 
coming of our Lord, as when he came to destroy Jerusalem, Mat. 24. 30 
and 34.” Now the idea of the end of the world is all assumed by him— 
it is the end of the dispensation of which the Saviour speaks, and not 
the termination or destruction, i. e. annihilation of this globe, which is 
the common idea attached to the phrase as now used by ministers and 
people. John has no right to assume such a thing without proof. If 
he is not sufficiently acquainted with the original to know that sunte leia 
tou aionos does not mean the annihilation of the globe, he ought to be less 
confident and dogmatical. Besides the 30 and 34 verses of Matt. 24, do 
not at all mean the providential coming of Christ to destroy Jerusalem. 
John has thought that the remark “this generation shall not pass away 
till all these things be fulfilled” certainly proves it. But he has either for- 
gotten or not known that genea means race, and is very often so used 
in the New Testament, and that ginetai may very properly be rendered, 
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begin to be, so that the meaning he puts on the word generation is not 
correct, at least by no means established, and if it were, does not prove 
what he cites it for; for grant it means a portion of mankind living si- 
multaneously on the earth for some 38 years, the train of events Christ 
predicted had within that time began to take place. Beside it is not 
true as is said, v. 30., that at the destruction of Jerusalem all tribes of the 
earth mourned—some rejoiced, nor was there any thing like universal 
distress at that time; which fact itself is enough to prove that Christ did 
not speak of his providential coming to destroy Jerusalem. John must 
cite a more decisive text to prove that the phrase means providential 
ions. 

He adds, “it denotes his coming to receive his people unto himself at 
their death,” John 14,3. Though at the risk of being accounted rude, 
we must say it does nosuch thing. Other and appropriate meanings can 
be assigned to this passage, in perfect consistency with the uniform 
meaning of the expression, come again, as applied to Christ. John 
must extend his knowledge of the exposition of Scripture a little more 
and not assert so confidently what he will find it difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, to prove. 

Still more marvellous is the third meaning which John assigns to this 
expression. “It denotes especially,’ he says, “his spiritual presence or 
coming,” Mat. 28, 20. Not a word is there said about coming at all; 
but I will be with you, is the promise. So God is continually with us: 
but whoever pretends to violate the proprieties of speech and meaning 
of words by saying that God comes to us when the idea is God is pre- 
sent with us? It isa mere conceit of this writer. 

Equally unfortunate is he in his last reference, “ John 14. 18, where” 
he says, “his coming denotes clearly his presence by his Holy Spirit.” 
clearly it does not—leaving comfortless and coming are two very dis- 
tinct and different things; and that coming here means giving the Holy 
Spirit, is John’s inference or conceit. He certainly must be a perfect 
novice in the controversy into which he has entered. His remarks be- 
tray profound ignorance on the subject. He uses Scripture after the 
traditions of men and does not even attempt to prove the meaning of 

es to be what he assigns to them. His attempt to make the im- 
pression that Millenarian views disparage the influence of the Spirit, be- 
trays as much miserable malignity as it does ignorance. He slanders 
some of the most holy and spiritual minded men the world has ever seen, 
and hosts of the wise and learned and zealous ministers and servants 
, of God—Mede, Twisse, Burroughs, Sir Isaac Newton, Bishop Newton, 

Cowper, Heber, Robert Hall and multitudes of whom the world was not 
worthy—who believed what he contemns, and who in common with 
hundreds now embracing the same precious truth, feel that it is in and 
through the belief of the truth and expectation of the glorious coming 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that they are made partakers of 
the quickening and sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit and of His 
abundant consolations. ‘There is weakness, cruelty and maliciousness 
in this charge or insinuation, unless, which we believe is the truth, that 
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« John” has undertaken to write of things which he knows not, neither 
understands. We are the mere inclined to believe this, because he 
seems to think, that the postponement, of the blessed state of things 
which the Holy Spirit’s influence “ wounp produce in the world, until 
a new agency be brought to bear on the minds of men—even the glory 
of our Lord’s personal presence, does seriously dishonour the work and 
declarative glory of the third person of the adorable Trinity.” We are 
at a loss to know whether to be more shocked at the presumption of 
“John” than disgusted with his ignorance, but charitably attribute the 
former to the latter. Who gave him a right to sit in judgment about the 
plans of God, and say what “ woutp” or what would not, be most condu- 
sive to the honour of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of His Holy Spirit, whe- 
ther the influence of the Spirit anterior, or subsequent to his coming? 
It is a simple question of what has God said? what is His plan? what 
does he judge most conducive to his honour ?—and how has He inform- 
ed us on the subject? An attempt to vindicate the Spirit’s honour here, 
as John has done, is much like Uzzah’s to uphold the ark, totally un- 
authorized and presumptuous. We would advise “John” to study his 
Bible more humbly and prayerfully, and not bring forward his ignor- 
ance as a commentator on God’s word, and censure his brethren as 
though they were blaspheming the Holy Spirit. 

Your readers may perhaps think that we are too severe, and use too 
strong languge; but the Apostle has said they that “sin before all re- 
buke before all.” We do it in christian faithfulness, and give you the 
proofs that this writer speaks what he does not know, and writes where- 


‘of he does not understand, and therefore deserves to be rebuked for his 


temerity, and the Editor of the N. Y. Observer along with him, for al- 
lowing such ignorance and slander to circulate through his columns. 
—_—»——_ VINDEX. 
REVIEWS. 
“ Practical Reflections on the Seconp Apvent, by Rev. Hugh White. First Amer- 
ican from the sixth Dublin Edition.” Published by Robert Carter, 58 Canal Street. 
This book is what its title imports, a practical application of the doctrine of Christ’s 
second coming. ‘The author professes to regard this asa prominent and very import- 
ant truth in Christian Theology, and very forcibly illustrates its practical bearings 
upon the various duties of the followers of Christ. He seems, however, to have inten- 
tionally avoided the discussion which has awakened so much interest recently, viz. 
whether this coming is pre-millennial or post-millennial, nor has he explicitly stated 
his views concerning it; so that he may perhaps be regarded as uncommitted on this 
point. While his leanings are evidently pre-millennial, yet an opponent of this doc- 
trine, could read this work without objection, inasmuch as he can make application 
of all the argument and exhortation which it contains to his own theory. The author 


‘himself remarks in his preface, p. vi. “I have not attempted to establish any peculiar 


theory or system, but rather endeavoured to remind each of the two parties, how 
much has been urged beth in this way of sound reasoning and scriptural testi- 
mony by the advocates of the system from which they dissent,” &c. Millena- 
rians generally think that their opponents pervert Scripture, instead of reasoning 
soundly upon it when they so explain those passages which speak of the second 
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coming of Christ as to make them refer either to Death, the outpourings of the Spirit, 
or the final Judgment, and therefore we think our Author, if a Millenarian, has conce- 
ded too much to the opponents of the Premillenialt Advent and Reign of Christ on the 
earth ; and also, that his treatise would, as a practical work, have been more accept- 
able to Millenarians had his own sentiments been explicitly avowed. Notwithstand- 
ing we recommend all Millenarians to give the work a careful perusal. A Spirit 
pervades it which is calculated to awaken emotions of longing desire in the hearts of all 
who truly love our Lord’s appearing. 


Just published and for sale at this Office, ‘‘ A Soper Enquiry; or, Curist’s Reign 
WITH HIS SAINTS A THOUSAND YEARS, together with the answer of most of those ordinary 
objections which are usually urged to the contrary.” First American from the third 
London Edition. Price 50 cents. - 

This valuable little book, first published in England in 1660, and reprinted there in 
1842, with an advertisement by Rev. Edward Bickersteth, is now offered to the Ameri- 
can public, in the hope that it may prove as acceptable to the friends of Millenarian 
truth in this country as in the old. It contains the best refutation that can be given 
of the charge oft made against the doctrine of ‘‘ Christ’s return and reign upon the 
earth,” that it isa modern speculation. The author (who lived in the days of Mede 
of the Episcopal Church, Twiss and Burroughs of the Westminster Assembly of Di- 
vines, and of Sir Isaac Newton, all of whom in like manner advocated these views) 
was at that time regarded as teaching the way of God in truth. We deem it peculiar- 
ly fortunate that the labors of this Author, though unknown to us by name, have been 
rescued from oblivion to bear witness in this age to the glorious truth, that “‘ Jerusalem 
shall be the throne of the Lord,” and that the “* Lord of Hosts shall reign in Jerusalem 
and in Mount Zion and before His ancients gloriously.” 
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